Name: ______________________________________
Kamrass

Study Guide for Science Fiction short stories—We’ll use this periodically throughout the semester.
Introduction

Directions: Use specific information from this section (the introduction) of Decades of Science Fiction to thoroughly answer each question. 

1. What is considered to be the first science fiction novel?
2. How is the Industrial Revolution related to the genre? 
3. According to the text, what may be a reason that American science fiction dominates the world market for this genre? Do you agree? Why or why not?
4. Why isn’t the Lord of the Rings trilogy considered to be science fiction?
*After reading this section respond to one or more of these prompts:

I noticed…


I learned…


I think… 







/11 C (completion)
      /3 Q (quality)=
       /14
Short Stories
Directions: For each short story that we read, we will start by writing answers to some opening questions. Complete each question for each story with full sentences and attention to mechanics and grammar.

Questions for “‘Repent Harlequin!’ Said the Ticktockman”
Opening question(s): In our school, we operate with a series of timed blocks for classroom time. When you work, you may have hours that your employer dictates (maybe even with a time clock). Why do we rely on clocks and bells in this manner? What do you think of them? 

1. Who is the Harlequin? In particular: describe one specific thing that he does in the beginning (exposition) and what conclusions you can make about him. 
2. Who is the Ticktockman? Describe his conflict with the Harlequin?

3. What happens to Harlequin at the end? (Include his real name.)
4. Why did the Harlequin do what he did?
5. Why was he punished so severely? The story doesn’t explicitly explain this, so infer from what does happen and what people say. 

(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?

/14 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /17
Questions for “The Sliced-Crosswise Only-on-Tuesday World”
Opening question(s): In what ways have you encountered an intrusive government? What kind of control should the government have over our lives?
1. What is peculiar about this future world? In particular: How does is regulate people’s lives?
2.  Why does society operate this way (see question #1)? 

3. The writer alludes to some famous lines in poetry: write the lines here. Why do you think they are included in the story? Write the lines here and write them here: 
4.  Do you agree with the thought expressed in this quote (answer to #3)? How does it relate to Pym?
5. Describe what happens between Pym and Dr. Sigmund Traurig at the end. Did you know that the story would end like this?

6. Create a better title for this story.

7. Do you identify with any of the characters? Why or why not?
(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?
/18 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /21
Questions for “Robbie”
Opening question(s): Objects that surround us and interact with us are becoming more automated and technologically advanced. As we rely more on technology and robotics – name some – how does it affect us? 
1. Why does Gloria’s mother dislike the robot? She says one thing, but there may be other reasons too.

If she dislikes it so much, why did they purchase it in the first place? (She explicitly states this in her discussion with her husband.) 
2. Why was Robbie created? What is his purpose?

3. What happens to Gloria when Robbie is gone? What is her state of mind? 
4. What did the father do to help Gloria in the end? Even though he never said anything, he clearly had a plan that worked. Describe it. 
5. Is Robbie good? Is Robbie bad? Explain using your opinion and at least one CD from the story.
6. Who is the main character in the story? How might this character be different than traditional protagonists and heroes? 
7.  Pretend you are an adult with a child: how would you feel about having this robot in your house?

(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?

/18 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /21
Questions for “That Only a Mother”
Opening question(s): Do you have a friend, acquaintance, or family member who is “blind” to some truth that they should realize? Why don’t (or won’t) they see it? Is this common, or are people mostly honest with themselves?

1. Why do fathers kill their babies (infanticide stories in the newspapers)? Why do juries acquit them?

2. What special talent does Maggie’s baby have? How did she get this?
3. Why doesn’t Margaret (Maggie) know about her own daughter’s mutation?

4. What do you think the father does at the end of the novel? (If the plot continued, what do you think his next action would be?) Focus on his final action as written before answering.
5. Describe the setting. Why is it so important to the story?
6. Does this story seem like it could happen? Why or why not?
(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?

/16 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /19
Questions for “The Disintegration Machine”
Opening question(s): What should we do to stop “evil” in this world? How far should we go in our “war” on terrorism, or any war? 

1. What other stories did Sir Arthur Conan Doyle write?

2. What is the disintegration machine? 

3. What does the machine’s inventor, Mr. Nemor, intend to do with it?

4. What happens to Nemor at the end of the story?

5. Would you have done the same as Professor Challenger? Explain.

6. In this story, unlike some others that we read this year, there is a clearly-defined villain. Describe at least one literary technique that highlights how “bad” this villain is, and provide an example (quote).
(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?

/16 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /19
Questions for “The Mad Moon”
Opening question(s): Have you ever found yourself in a tricky spot (or “sticky situation”)? How did you get yourself out of it? 

1. Why is Grant Calthorpe on Io?
2. There are two main types of inhabitants on this moon: name and describe each.
3.  Who does Grant meet up with?
4. Describe Grant’s conflict with the slinkers—be sure to describe just how bad it gets.  
5. At the end, what is ironic about the Loonies?
(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?

/14 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /17
Questions for “The Exiles”
Opening question(s): Are books important to humanity? Are some more valuable than others (say nonfiction is better than fiction)? What would the world be like without books? 

1. Where is the spaceship headed? What is their mission?
2.  What does the one crewman see outside? 

3. Who is hiding and won’t fight these invaders?
4.  Write a theme for this story and support it with specifics from the story that you explain (CD-CM).
(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?

/12 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /15
Questions for “Valhalla”
Opening question(s): Is time travel something we will achieve someday? What will happen if we do develop this ability? How will we use it? What will be the results, or repercussions?

1. What historical event is prevented through science (a time travel device) in this story?
2. Why do they bring Hitler to the future; what is their purpose?
3. What is the significance of the title?
4. What kind of person do you think the time-traveler is?

(Which science fiction category(s) and theme(s) relate to this story?

/12 C 
+      /3 Q =
       /15
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